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Internal Assessment Resource

Dance Level 1

EXPIRED
	This resource supports assessment against:

Achievement Standard 90860 version 3
Demonstrate understanding of the elements of dance

	Resource title: Exploring the Dance Elements

	4 credits

	This resource:

· Clarifies the requirements of the standard

· Supports good assessment practice

· Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process

· Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic


	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	February 2015 Version 3
To support internal assessment from 2015

	Quality assurance status
	These materials have been quality assured by NZQA.

NZQA Approved number A-A-02-2015-90860-02-4392

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.

Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.


	Internal Assessment Resource


Achievement Standard Dance 90860: Demonstrate understanding of the elements of dance

Resource Reference: Dance 1.4A v3
Resource Title: Exploring the Dance Elements

Credits: 4

Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource. 

Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by Achievement Standard Dance 90860. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the standard and assessing students against it.
Context/setting

This achievement standard requires students to present evidence of their understanding of the elements of dance. 

This assessment resource includes a number of activities to be completed by students throughout the year. Adapt the context of the activities to suit the needs and interests of your students. You may wish to use activities from the 1.4B assessment resource, Digital Dance Portfolio. 

Evidence of understanding of the elements of dance could include practical demonstration, class discussion, photographs, diagrams, tables, posters, and notes/paragraphs about the aspects of dance elements. Checklists and feedback to students may also provide evidence of understanding. 

Conditions

Students must complete at least six activities.
Students may work collaboratively to complete practical aspects of this standard, but you should ensure that each student keeps a record of their own work. Note that content, rather than presentation, is the focus for this assessment. 

Use the assessment criteria to make a holistic judgement based on all evidence presented for assessment of this standard. For example, an Excellence grade should be awarded when a student presents work that overall demonstrates comprehensive understanding of dance elements.

Resource requirements

· A digital camera and a printer for students to record pieces of work 

· Copies of the Practical Knowledge and Developing Ideas in Dance wall charts, available as downloads from Te Kete Ipurangi: http://www.tki.org.nz/r/arts/dance/ 

· Recordings of dances such as:

· Kura by Moss Patterson

· Mauri by Stephen Bradshaw

· This Way Up by Catherine Chappell

· Queen Camel by Anne Dewey

· Poi/Canopy by Mary Jane O’Reilly: www.danz.org.nz/education_resources.php
The following DVDs include teacher support material and background information about dance in New Zealand. They include dance footage for use in student activities.

· Discovering Dance: Dance style in Aotearoa New Zealand: http://www.tki.org.nz/r/arts/dance/discover_dance/index_e.php 

· Dancemakers: http://www.tki.org.nz/r/arts/dance/dancemakers/ 

· Contemporary Dance Aotearoa: http://www.tki.org.nz/r/arts/dance/contemporary/index_e.php  

	Bag 1 

action word
	Bag 2

body base
	Bag 3

body part
	Bag 4

locomotor
	Bag 5

non-locomotor

	curl


	one foot and one hand
	elbows
	dodge
	arch

	join
	shoulders and two feet
	fingers
	jump
	balance

	spiral
	two feet
	hands
	roll
	contract

	stretch
	two knees and two hands
	head
	shuffle
	lean

	turn
	bottom, one hand, one foot
	toes
	slide
	open

	twist
	bottom and two hands
	torso
	walk
	reach


In Activity Chance dance, you will need to prepare five groups of labelled cards as below:

Additional information

Teachers may find the activities for this resource contribute towards the development of skills and knowledge for other Level 1 achievement standards. For example:

· AS90858 Compose dance for given briefs 

· AS90002 Perform dance sequences

· AS90859 Demonstrate ensemble skills in a dance

· AS90861 Demonstrate understanding of a dance performance

· AS90005 Demonstrate knowledge of a dance genre or style. 
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Achievement Standard Dance 90860: Demonstrate understanding of the elements of dance

Resource Reference: Dance 1.4A v3
Resource Title: Exploring the Dance Elements

Credits: 4

	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Demonstrate understanding of the elements of dance.
	Demonstrate in-depth understanding of the elements of dance.
	Demonstrate comprehensive understanding of the elements of dance.


Student instructions

Introduction

This assessment resource requires you to complete a series of activities to demonstrate your understanding of the elements of dance. 

You can demonstrate your understanding by, for example:

· a practical demonstration

· discussion

· annotated photographs and diagrams

· tables, posters, and images

· bullet-point notes

· descriptive paragraphs.

You can complete the activities throughout the year. 

You will be assessed individually on the depth of your understanding of the elements of dance in your work over all the activities as a whole.
Task

Complete at least six of the activities outlined below. 

For activities that require you to work with a partner or in a group, keep a record of your contribution. This record may include video, annotated diagrams, photographs, tables, comments, or reflections. 

Identify the elements of dance

Create a photoboard or a poster that illustrates the five dance elements:

· body 

· space

· time

· energy

· relationships.

Take photographs or draw diagrams that depict an aspect of body, space, and relationships. 

Add notes (annotations) that explain the photos or diagrams, and identify what aspect of the dance element is being demonstrated. The annotations may be included on your photoboard or poster, or presented separately with clear references to each photo or diagram. 

Formations in dance

View a recorded performance of a dance that includes a variety of formations. 

Freeze the video on three different formations and sketch the positions of the dancers. 

Write notes (at least three bullet points) for each formation that describe the effect of the formation and explain why you think the choreographer used it.

Direction

This activity explores the orientation of a dance work on stage and how this orientation affects the audience’s appreciation of the performance. 

In pairs, or small groups, make a series of three still shapes. Consider the use of levels, body bases, and connected body parts for a specific purpose when you are making your shapes.

Photograph the shapes from three different points on the diagram below. Annotate the photos to explain which orientation is the most effective for audience appreciation.
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Compose a dance

Choose one of the following titles, and compose a one-minute dance to suit.

· Pacific Dreaming

· Shapes and Shadows

· Conflict

Draw stick figures or diagrams for each dance element to show how aspects could be used for your chosen dance. Add notes to explain the purpose and appropriateness of your choices.

Formations

Imagine you are choreographing for a group of four dancers. Explore formations that you could use that do not involve having dancers in a square formation. Sketch four of these formations. Use a key for your diagram to indicate when the dancers are dancing in unison. For example: 

Key: X = dancers in unison. O = dancer performing contrasting movements.
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Choose the formations that you think are the most and least visually effective. Explain the reasons for your choice.

Name a dance style, dance genre, or dance idea where the most visually effective formation could be used. Explain why the formation would contribute to the effectiveness of the dance.

Contrast tempo 

This activity focuses on the dance element of time. Compose a short phrase for a solo, a duet, or a group (or use a phrase developed in another activity).

Rehearse the phrase using changes in tempo. For example, slow – increasing – fast – decreasing – stop.

Perform the phrase for another student or group, repeating it four times and using a change in tempo each time.

In groups, discuss how the clarity of the dancer’s performance changed as the tempo changed. Then, individually, answer the following questions.

1. In what ways can changes in tempo change the clarity of the dancer’s movements?

2. In what ways can changes in tempo add interest to a dance performance?

3. Why might a choreographer use changes in tempo in a dance composition?

Use dance elements to develop a dance action
Select one of the following dance actions:
· fold

· arch

· expand

· flex

· rotate.

Explore ways to perform each action using either your whole body or a part of it. 

Then, choose one action to develop further using the dance elements (space, time, energy, relationships, body awareness). For example, you could: 

· perform your action using a different level

· take a longer time to perform your action

· perform your action very quickly

· make your action smaller in space

· make your action much bigger in space

· use different body parts to make your action

· find three ways that you can travel as you perform your action

· add an extra move into your action, such as a roll, a turn, or a moment of stillness. 

Select three of the ways you developed your action, and use these to compose a short (no more than 16 counts) and flowing movement phrase that begins with your original action.

Perform your phrase to a partner. Consider how the original action was developed using the dance elements. 

Write notes to explain the three ways you chose to perform your action word. Include a description of how dance elements can be used to develop dance choreography.

Chance dance

This activity explores the use of the body in dance. You may work as an individual or in a small group.

Your teacher will have prepared five bags of labelled cards (action words, body base, body part, locomotor, and non-locomotor.). Select one card from each of the five bags, and use the words as starting points to explore a variety of movements.

Place the cards in a sequence and compose a 20-second movement phrase based on the sequence. Consider how you could make imaginative transitions from one movement to the next.

Explore ways to use changes in energy and direction to develop two aspects of your phrase. Rehearse and perform these two aspects for other students.

After your performance, write notes describing each of the five movements you used. Explain why you selected the two aspects of the phrase to develop and how you developed your phrase using changes in energy and direction.

Recognise the elements of dance from a live performance

Watch a live dance performance and select one section of the dance that you found exciting or interesting. Make annotated diagrams and drawings and/or notes to describe the dance elements, including: 

· how the dancers used their bodies

· the tempo and quality of the movements

· the dancers’ use of range, levels, and facings

· the dancers’ relationships to each other

· the use of any props in the dance.

Include an explanation of how each of the dance elements contributed to the excitement or interest of the section.

Recognise the elements of dance from a recorded class performance

Watch a recorded dance performance (video or photographs) and identify how the dance elements of relationships and space were used in the performance. Make annotated diagrams, drawings, and/or notes on aspects of the dance elements, including:

· unison movements

· contrasting movements

· beside, behind, and around

· range (near and far)

· direction (forward, backward, right, left, up, and down).

For each of the aspects, describe how they were used and their contribution to the effectiveness of the dance. Suggest ways the aspects could have been used to further develop the dance.

Compare and contrast the use of dance elements in two dances from two different genres

Watch video footage of dances from two different genres, for example, hip hop and contemporary or kapa haka and ballroom. The Discovering Dance: Dance style in Aotearoa New Zealand DVD provides examples of different genres.
Use a two-set Venn diagram to identify the similarities and differences between the two genres. Focus on the key aspects of how the dance elements are used.

In small groups discuss the similarities and differences you identified. As a group, select two of the genres to perform. Practise selected steps, and then compose a short movement phrase (about 16–32 counts) for each genre. 

Rehearse the phrases, taking care to perform them using the appropriate energy quality for each genre. 

Perform the two phrases as a single sequence for another group. Ask the audience to identify the two genres and to explain which aspects of the dance elements they used to identify them.

The use of dance elements in a recognised dance

Watch a recorded performance of a recognised dance, such as:

· Poi/Canopy by Mary Jane O’Reilly 

· This Way Up by Catherine Chappell

· Kura by Moss Patterson

· Queen Camel by Anne Dewey.

Select a 10–20 second section of the dance. Write notes that explain how each of the following aspects of the dance elements was used in that section to add interest and to communicate ideas in dance.

· body

· locomotor movement

· body parts

· body bases

· space

· range

· air and floor pathways

· time

· rhythm

· energy

· quality

· relationships

· use of props

· formations

Select one aspect that is important to the dance, and explain why the choreographer might have used this aspect.
Assessment schedule: Dance 90860 Exploring the Dance Elements

	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student completes at least six activities, identifies a range of dance elements and explores a range of uses of those elements.

Partial example:

The student identifies aspects of dance elements from photographs of dance.

The student performs three still shapes facing a variety of directions. 

The student identifies the use of levels and body shapes from a live dance performance.


	The student completes at least six activities, identifies a range of dance elements, explores a range of uses of the elements, applies the elements of dance in a range of contexts and reflects on the use of those elements. 

Partial example:

The student identifies aspects of dance elements from photographs of dance, and extends this by writing short paragraphs to describe how the dance elements shown in the photos could have been used in a dance performance.

The student performs three still shapes facing a variety of directions, and identifies the most effective for audience viewing. 

The student identifies the use of levels and body shapes from a live dance performance, and draws diagrams to describe the use of changes in direction and tempo in the dance.


	The student completes at least six activities, identifies a range of dance elements, explores a range of uses of the elements, applies the elements of dance purposely in a range of contexts, and evaluates the effects, purpose, and/or appropriate use of those elements. 

Partial example:

The student identifies aspects of dance elements from photographs of dance, and extends this by writing short paragraphs to describe how the dance elements shown in the photos could have been used in a dance performance. The student also discusses how the elements could have helped to communicate ideas in the dance and compares the visual effectiveness of those elements with the elements of another dance

The student performs three still shapes facing a variety of directions, identifies the most effective for audience viewing, composes a dance phrase with the three orientations, and explains how the dance elements used add to the dance phrase and audience interest. 

The student identifies the use of levels and body shapes from a live dance performance, and draws diagrams to describe the use of changes in direction and tempo in the dance. The student also provides examples of how changes in tempo and direction can change the mood and contributes to the excitement or interest of the performance, considering the appropriateness of each level and shape in developing an effect for the performance.


Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.
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